DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

it; every step of the way had been won by
intrigue and aggression and , assault. If the
Queen was right in pronouncing that, had the
Prince Consort been alive when France de-
clared war on his beloved Fatherland, it would
have been impossible to prevent his joining Bis-
marck's armies, what manner of letters would he
have written to his wife and his daughter from
the front ?

At Darmstadt Prince Louis had been called up
immediately on the outbreak of war. After dinner one
night his wife went with him to the outskirts of the
village where his cavalry division was quartered : they
stood looking back at each other till the darkness
blurred them.   The Grown Princess urged her sister
to come with her children to Berlin,  where they
would be safer than in the west of Germany should
the French armies invade the Fatherland, and the
King offered her the New Palace to live in.   But, as
before, that was not to be thought of.   Louis was
at the front in command of his division :   he would
be in the midst of fierce fighting, and his two brothers
were also on active service.   It would be a terribly
anxious time for their father and mother, and she
must remain with them at Darmstadt.    It gave the
people confidence to see that she stayed here with
her family, and as Louis's wife her place was here :
it would be desertion of her duties to seek greater
comfort and security with her sister in Berlin.

She was busier than ever, looking after the wives
and children of soldiers at the front, seeing that the
hospitals were ready to receive the wounded and
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